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The Diuine Office 


I 


We began our retreat by considering the 
great commandment which our Lord gave, or, 
rather which was given through the Spirit, a 
thousand years before He came into the world, 
as the fundamental principle of the church as 
God established it in Israel, Our Lord ful- 
filled the law by re-promulgating this same 
commandment as the fundamental principle of 
the church of the new covenant which He 
founded, He himself being the chief corner- 
stone. 


We have considered how this commandment 
to love God with our whole heart and our 
neighbour as ourselves was to be carried out 
by us. God has called everyone to the state of 
life in which he will have opportunity of ful- 
filling the predestination prepared for him by 
the divine love, Whatever office He may have 
for one or another soul, the end and aim is the 
same for all, union with Him through love. 
Everything else is accidental. We have seen 
that this union could be effected only if we 
obeyed the command laid down in the Sermon 
on the Mount, “Be ye therefore perfect even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
This perfection is acquired through the per- 
fection of charity within us; and this charity 
is gained and developed by keeping the com- 
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mandments. The keeping of the command- 
ments are, in their turn, protected and their 
fulfillment guaranteed by the observance of 
the counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience. 
The counsels are secured by the vows we have 
taken as religious; and, lastly, our vows we are 
able to keep inviolate by faithfulness to our 
Rule, to our religious exercises, and to all the 
particular helps which are given to us in the 
state of religion into which God has called us. 
Thus we see the method of completing the 
whole scheme of the religious life which is 
our vocation, 
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I am now going to ask you to think of 
what we call, in a general way, our work. I 
do not mean that which the world regards 
as our work, I have not in mind the work of 
mission houses, schools, hospitals, or labours 
of mercy, for these are not of the essence of 
our life, but only incidental and instrumental. 
A group of religious is not necessary to the 
conduct of a school or hospital. Such is not 
the work, which however fitting it may be, 
is peculiar to religious. God gives us such la- 
bours as our privilege, but they do not belong 
essentially to our life. 


When we speak of our work we mean what 
St. Benedict meant, when in the Holy Rule, 
he spoke of the Opus Dei, the Work of God, 
before which, he said, nothing is to be pre- 
ferred—nihil operi Dei praeponatur. Added to 
this are many kindred spiritual exercises which 


(2) 


are provided by our Rules as of obligation. 
Whatever the outward form of these exercises 
may be, they must be the expression of four 
things which are obligatory upon every re- 
ligious. These are four methods by which we 
express and therefore develop the love which 
we must have for God and for our neighbour; 
while the obligation to be faithful to them 
applies to all Christians, they are an essential 
part of the service which religious are bound 
to render to God. 


First, as religious we are under special ob- 
ligation to make continued reparation to God 
for our own sins and for the sins of the world. 


Second, we are to carry on the work of 
praise and prayer as those appointed to this 
work on behalf of mankind that God may have 
His continual due of homage from His 
creatures, 

These two obligations express our love for 
God and in fulfilling them we fulfill the first 
and great commandment. 

Third, the religious is called to intercede 
continually for the church, for the world, and 
for the souls of all men. 

Fourth, by our prayer and labour we are to 
impart spiritual strength into the church for 
the building up of the Body of Christ. 

The third and fourth of these obligations 
look to our duty to our neighbour and by ful- 
filling them we fulfil the precept to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. 
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Let us make clear what we mean by repara- 
tion, for it is a word which is often misunder- 
stood to imply that we can by our merits and 
works make atonement for the sins of others. 
Nothing could be a greater error, or more 
foreign to the true idea of reparation, But we 
can and must do much to repair the wounded 
honour of God. It is a natural human instinct 
to make reparation to those whom we love. If 
I hear that a friend has been wounded or 
wronged, it is the natural impulse of my heart 
to hasten to him to assure him that however 
others may mistreat him, I will make amends 
for that by bestowing upon him a double por- 
tion of my love and loyalty. It was something 
like this that the Holy Spirit taught when He 
inspired the words, “For the sorrows that I 
had in my heart thy comforts have refreshed 
my soul,” 


We think of our Lord on Calvary and of 
the group of faithful, loving souls who by their 
loving ministry in some measure offset the aw- 
ful wrong done there, So, we are called as re- 
ligious to honour God all the more persistently 
and systematically just because the world 
around us is engaged in dishonouring Him. We 
take up the morning paper and seven-eighths 
of the news is but the devil's diary of the day 
before, the account of the appalling wrongs 
and dishonours done to God. As we learn this, 
we must be urgent to balance honour against 
dishonour, love against hate, reverence against 
scorn, devotion against neglect. 


(4) 


Everything that enters the life of a religious 
should be especially sacred because he has 
consecrated his life in every detail to God. 
Therefore we should use every means possible 
and lay hold of every condition and circum- 
stance that might be turned to the divine hon- 
our and glory. God has put us into the peculiar 
position of being able to parallel daily the per- 
severing sin of man with persevering love in 
reparation. We cannot ae: amends for the 
sinner, but we can fill up the measure of the 
glory which is due to Him from the race of 
which we are a part. 


We think of the wounded love of God, and 
how that love was grievously wounded at His 
first coming into the world. Perhaps the sad- 
dest words in all Scripture are those in the 
Christmas Gospel: “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not.” But repara- 
tion was not lacking then. There was the love 
of the Blessed Mother who loved Him as never 
woman had loved her child; there was the love 
of St. Joseph; and think how His Heart was 
filled with joy at the coming of the uncouth 
shepherds who bowed in lowly adoration. So, 
as we go on, our loving service will be the 
assuaging of the grief of His Sacred Heart, 
making something of reparation for the sorrow 
that comes from wounded love. 
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The second of these obligations that lie upon 
us is that of offering Him the continual praise 
and prayer that He desires from His people. 
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God has ordained that creation should give 
Him perpetual praise. “O all ye works of the 
Lord, bless ye the Lord, praise Him and 
magnify Him forever.” Consider the 19th psalm: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament sheweth His fandtrorc” We are 
told by an old commentator, Bishop Horne, 
that these words are as the two parts of a choir 
chanting antiphonally the divine praise, the 
heavens declaring His glory, and the firma- 
ment giving its answering praise. In some man- 
ner inanimate nature speaks of His honour, 
but above all does He desire the worship of 
man whom He has made in His own image. 


When we think of the various occupations 
in which men are called to serve God, we 
know that they cannot give themselves up 
wholly to this heavenly task. Therefore, in 
every age God has called out certain ones that 
they might make His praise their continual 
occupation, The theory of the ministry of the 
temple at Jerusalem was that every first-born 
son in Israel should be a priest unto Him for 
the offering of prayer and sacrifice. In every 
such case, the child was offered in the temple, 
but the tribe of Levi was appointed to this 
special ministry, and the first-born of other 
tribes was redeemed by an offering, and one 
of the sons of Levi took his place in the actual 
service, as the representative of the family and 
tribe. This was what was done in the case of 
our Lord on the day of His presentation in 
the temple. Thus God raised up a special 
group, withdrawn from the ordinary occupa- 
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tions of men, that they might devote their life 
and activity solely to His worship, and that 
vicariously, on behalf of the people of Israel. 


There was not an hour of the day or night 
when praise and sacrifice were not ascending 
to God in the temple. The 134th psalm illus- 
trates this very vividly. We are told that the 
psalm is a drama, enacted daily by the people 
of God. Men and women all over the land 
have completed another day of faithful service 
in their respective labours, and now before 
they lie down and take their rest, they send 
forth a cry to the nightwatchers who are their 
representatives in the temple, “Behold now, 
praise the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord; 
ye that by night stand in the house of the 
Lord, even in the courts of the house of our 
God. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and 
praise the Lord.” They were about to take their 
sleep, but the work of God must go on; God 
must have His continual meed of honour and 
praise. And the final verse of the psalm is the 
reassuring blessing sent by the priestly watch- 
ers in reply to the cry of Israel: ‘The Lord 
that made heaven and earth give thee blessings 
out of Sion.” 


When the Church of God was founded at 
Pentecost, the same theory of the ministry 
was carried over in its fulness from the Jew- 
ish Church. The apostles instituted the offer- 
ing of the Holy Sacrifice of the altar, breaking 
Bread daily from house to house before there 
had been time to set apart places of Christian 
worship. Others, as with Israel, had to be 
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about their daily tasks, but we see a group of 
men “ministering unto the Lord,” offering the 
liturgy for His praise, for this is what the 
Greek of St. Luke means (Acts xiii:3), So it 
has been through all the centuries. Not only 
has the work of the priesthood continued daily, 
but God has set apart religious men and wo- 
men in every age, and in every land, to per- 
form this continual service. And we, although 
unworthy of any place in His house, have 
been called day by day and hour by hour to 
be a part of the great worldwide choir which 
through the Christian milleniums has stood 
before God to offer for ourselves and for our 
brethren who are in the world, this continual 
homage. If this house were to grow lax, or any 
member of it should unnecessarily absent her- 
self from choir, or if anyone should grow care- 
less in attention to the work of praise, there 
would be held back from God the honour 
which He has prepared for Himself at our 
hands; and those whom we are divinely ap- 
pointed to represent and on whose behalf we 
vicariously pray would not be able to give 
that quota of devotion to God which He re- 
quires from His people. 
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We now turn to that which we are appoint- 
ed to do for love of our neighbour. First, we 
are the divinely appointed intercessors on be- 
half of our fellow-men. We are to go forth in 
our life of prayer as messengers to bring grace 
from God to the human race. The whole trend 
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of human history shows that man has an un- 
quenchable desire to get back to God, to un- 
do the Fall. The foulest orgies of heathenism 
are but the ignorant reaching out of men after 
the unknown God. We are put in our ap- 
pointed place in order that by our prayers we 
may bring strength to the weak, that we may 
raise up those who fall and bring light to 
them that sit in darkness. We are ambassadors 
sent to avert the wrath of God from mankind. 
Prayer can and does turn away His wrathful 
indignation and God seems in some mysterious 
way to await the prayers of men before He acts. 
The prophet tells us that He “wondered that 
there was no intercessor” (Isa. lix:15.) “I 
sought for a man among them,” God declares, 
“that should make up the hedge, and stand in 
the gap before me for the land, that I should 
not destroy it” (Ezek. xxii;30). God is still 
seeking for souls who will pray and in His 
divine anxiety for the souls of men, He has 
found us and set us to this great work, that 
we by our prayers should liberate His omnipo- 
tent love to work amongst His people. Do we 
realize the mighty honour He has done to us 
in this appointment? Are we faithful? 


It is not only by our prayers, not only by 
what we do, but by our lives, by what we are 
before God, that we shall be able to fulfil this 
appointment. We recall Abraham’s pleading for 
Sodom before God, lest a few righteous men 
who might be found therein should perish with 
the wicked. We remember that in His great 
mercy He promised that if peradventure ten 
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righteous men could be found there, “I will 
not destroy it for ten’s sake.” Had there been 
the ten men there, they would not have known 
of the impending wrath, they would not have 
been praying for deliverance, but they would 
have saved the city by the fact of what they 
were in their righteousness, It is not only what 
we do, or what we pray, but what we are, 
that has weighty power to bring down bless- 
ing and salvation to the world. Is it possible, 
when we review all these transcending duties 
and privileges, that we could be careless about 
how we pray, about what we do, about what 
we are, in the presence of God? 


VI 


There is one thing more which we, as re- 
ligious, are set to do for our fellow-men. The 
religious is set apart amongst those who are 
to import spiritual strength from God into the 
Body of Christ on earth, of which we are all 
members. “Whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it” (1 
Cor., xii:26). We are members one of another 
and no grace can come to one without all the 
other members sharing it, just as no healing 
can be given to my hand or my foot, without 
the whole body rejoicing in the gift. Perhaps 
tomorrow morning you will kneel here and God 
will infuse some spiritual strength into your 
soul, Will it be for you alone? Will it fortify 
your weakness only? There is not a member of 
the Body of Christ, whether on earth, in pur- 
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gatory, or in heaven, which will not partake of 
the gift made to you. Everything we do for 
God, every act of faith, of hope, or of love, 
because we are members of His Body, brings 
grace and strength to every other child of God. 
Think of this when some night you come, 
weary and tired, for the last office of the day 
and the body rebels. Think of some weak bro- 
ther far away across the world, beset with 
temptation, on the brink of mortal sin; the 
grace I receive from reciting that office faith- 
fully, will flow into his soul, and perhaps save 
him from the abyss. I shall never know of it in 
this life, but God will know and the reward 
will be mine. Or, more thrilling still, the 
strength which will come to me will flow on 
into the soul of every saint in heaven and the 
great company of the redeemed will receive a 
new access of celestial joy because of my faith- 
fulness. 


It is a wonderful but also a_ terrifying 
thought, that God gives such power unto men, 
for with the privilege comes responsibility, and 
there will be an account to be rendered. But if 
we yield ourselves to Him, He who has called 
us to this work will perform it in us until the 
day of Jesus Christ. If we can go out of our re- 
treat with this thought, bowed down to earth 
with the sense of our utter unworthiness, God 
will lift us up with a mighty strength; He will 
give us grace to live our lives, and to pray our 
prayers in such a manner that many souls will 
be brought to Him because of what we are 
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striving to do and to be, for His honour and 
glory. 

This is the work of God that He has given 
us to do for Him, and it will not have its con- 
summation until we are knit up into Him in 
that perfect union of love which He has pre- 
pared for us. Faithful in little things day by 
day, we shall rejoice in this ever deepening 
union with Him through all the ages of eterni- 

. Ask Him to drive this blessed thought so 

leep into your heart that you can never for- 
get it, aah let that heart be stilled by the 
realization of the mighty honour He has be- 
stowed upon you. Then shall come to pass in 
you the promise: “They that be wise shall 
shine as the brightness of the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.” 
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